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Picking a Database
Most of your research can be
started in Academic Search
Complete.

We also have databases for re-

search in the following:
e Education (ERIC),

e  Psychology
(PsychArticles),

e Medicine (MedLine),

e Literature (Literature Re-

source Center),

e  Business (Business Source

Complete),

e  History (Proquest Histori-

cal Newspapers)

Searching Databases

The West Library gives you
access to over 60 databases.
From there, you have access
to thousands of scholarly
journals, magazines, and

newspapers.

Searching

With most of the databases,
you can enter a search term
in a FIND box, just as you
would in an Internet search

engine.

Pick your search terms by
looking at your topic and
selecting key words. Look at
the results of your search to
select more relevant terms or
specific aspects of your
topic.

Revising and Narrow-
ing your Search

It may take several searches
to get the best results. Com-
puters aren’t smart, so you
have to be. You may want
to try:

Truncation: By putting * at
the end of a root word (like
comput*), you can get re-
sults with all the words that
start with that root (like
computer, computing, com-
putes, etc.)

Narrow Result by Subject: On
the left side of the screen,
there will be subjects so you
can narrow your results.

This can help you focus your

search and give you ideas for
search terms.

Adding AND to a search: By
adding “AND” with another
search term, you can target
your search more, letting
you find more specific re-
sults.

Getting Help

Anytime you need help
with researching or using
databases, you can call
(817-531-4802), come by
the West Library, or

emalil us at

reference@txwes.edu.

Finding the Article: Full Text, Journal Finder, and InterLibrary Loan

When you find an article you like,
the next step is getting the full text

of it.

If you see icons that say “HTML
FullText” or “PDF FullText,” you

can read the article from your com-

puter.

This icon means we have the journal
in print on the second floor of the

library.

If we don’t have it on campus, we can still get
it for you! You can either use your TexShare

card to get the article in another library, or

you can use Interlibrary Loan.

You can check WorldCat.org to see the clos-
est library with that journal.

You can also request the article through In-

terlibrary Loan. This is a free service for stu-
dents. We will get the article for you and you

can have it emailed to you or you can pick it

up in the library.
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